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Update on the 
Committee to Study 
Homosexuality 


The General Conference Committee to Study Homo- 
sexuality has met several times since the last report in the 
Affirmation Newsletter. 

On November 31 - December 3, 1989, the Study Com- 
mittee met in Atlanta. A significant part of the meeting 
was spent hearing froma various UMC “advocacy” groups 
as well as froma panel of lesbian and gay United Method- 
ist selected by Affirmation. 

In order to hear from “conscientious Christians of 
differing opinion” as stipulated in the legislation which 
created it, the Study Committee invited representatives 
from the Good News Caucus, the Transforming Congre- 
gations Program (a newly founded program in California 
of UMC churches supporting gays and lesbians to change 
to heterosexual or celibate lifestyles), Methodists For Social 
Action, the Reconciling Congregations Program, and Af- 
firmation to testify before the group. Each presentation 
was then followed by a short period of questioning by 
committee members. Judy Cayot and Randy Miller repre- 
sented Affirmation. Mark Bowman, Sally Daniels, and 
Reva Phillips represented the RCP. 

Following a previous meeting in Denver with mem- 
bers of an ex-gay group, the Study Committee set aside 
time to hear from a panel of lesbian and gay United 
Methodists. For this panel discussion, Affirmation was 
asked to select gay and lesbian persons meeting the fol- 
lowing criteria: a gay and alesbian single person anda gay 
and a lesbian couple. Unfortunately the Study Committee 
provided no funds for travel to the meeting in Atlanta or 
to pay for housing for the panelists. This meant that only 
five out of the six requested panelists were able to attend. 
The time and expense of the trip eliminated several single 
women who were approached about attending the meet- 
ing. 

During the panel discussion, each participant was 
given time to tell their story and to share the experience of 
living as a gay and lesbian person in the life of the church 

(continued on page 3) 


Reconciling 
Congregations 
Renew the Vision 


From February 16-18, 1990,approximately 200 people, 
representing more than half of the forty-four Reconciling 
Congregations across the country, gathered in San Fran- 
cisco for the Second National Convocation of Reconciling 
Congregations. Using the theme, “Renewing the Vision: 
Parables of Hospitality, Healing and Hope,” participants 
were encouraged to explore the parables as sources of en- 
couragement and strength for their ministry. 

Art Brandenburg, a United Methodist district super- 
intendent and a man with a strong commitment to social 
justice ministry, led participants through three pienary 
sessions—each one focusing on a different biblical story. 
Joan Martin, who was originally scheduled to lead the 
plenary sessions with Art, was unable to attend the Con- 
vocation at the last minute due to the illness of her mother. 

Using a method which he attributed to Archbishop 
Oscar Romero and the Christian base communities of El 
Salvador, Art “wove” his presentations out of the sharing 
and responses from the small group bible studies that took 
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Happenings 
in the Church 


(taken from denominational news releases) 


e Bishop Joseph Yeakel announced in October that a 
District Superintendent in the Peninsula Conference of 
the UMC has been diagnosed with AIDS. Bishop Yeakel 
called on members of the annual conference to become a 
community of support rather than judgement. 

e The Church-wide Task force on AIDS formed by the 
1988 General Conference has met several times. In its 
latest meeting, March 9 - 12, 1990, in Nashville, Cathie 
Lyons, a member of the task force and a staff executive at 
the General Board of Global Ministries said the work of the 
task force raises questions “of what credibility...the Church 
(has) with those who feel uncomfortable with the Church.” 

¢ Trinity UMC in San Francisco and the Names Project 
have joined together to build a new structure that will 
house the congregation of the Churchand the 17-ton AIDS 
Quilt. The new building is scheduled for completion in 
1993. 

¢ In other denominations—Two San Francisco Lu- 
theran congregations are facing church sanctions for ille- 
gally ordaining two openly lesbian and one openly gay 
candidates on Jan. 21. 

e Last December bishops in the Episcopal Church 
threatened to bring ecclesiastical charges against Bishop 
John Spong of New Jersey fer the ordination of an openly 
gay priest. In later developments, Bishop Spong and the 
newly ordained priest were at odds over several state- 
ments made by the priest about monogamous relation- 
ships. 
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Affirmation Archives 
Find A Home 


Now in its fifteenth year of existence, Affirmation has 
a rich and colorful herstory/history. For some time now, 
discussions have been underway as to the best method for 
preserving this herstory for future generations of lesbian 
and gay United Methodists and othersinterested in the con- 
temporary history of the Church. Eventually, an official ar- 
chives was suggested and the hunt was on to find a secure 
place to store our recordsas well asa capable archivist. That 
search is now Over. 

On behalf of Affirmation, the Coordinating Committee 
has accepted an invitation from Dr. Kenneth Rowe, Profes- 
sor of Church History and librarian at the Church History 
Center at Drew University, to establish an Affirmation 
Archives at the Center. 

The first donation to the new Affirmation Archives was 
made by Dr. Rick Huskey, a founding member of Affirma- 
tion. Rick’s donation consisted of written records dating 
from 1972 and documenting the formation of Affirmation 
and its predecessor bodies. 

The Coordinating Committee is currently soliciting 
any letters, files, personal papers or other written records 
that might help to document Affirmation’s history. Under 
the terms of setting up the archives, individual donors or 
groups may indicate whether the donated materials are on 
temporary or permanent loan as well as stipulating who 
may have access to the materials. 

If you have any materials to contribute to the new 
Affirmation Archives - particularly materials documenting 
the formation of the organization - please contact Tim T. at 


Study Committee to hold NE 
Regional Listening Post 


The Committee to Study Homosexuality hasannounced 
the first of its “listening posts” to hear from United Method- 
ists across the country. The Northeastern Jurisdictional 
Listening Post will take place on Saturday, April 28th at 
Drew in Madison, New Jersey. Any person or group in the 
NE Jurisdiction who is interesting in testifying should call 
the Committee to Study Homosexuality at [to 
be placed on the list. MFSA is planning a prayer vigil in 
Madison the day before the committee hearing. For more 
information, contact Randy Miller at 


Bylaws Notice 

This serves as Official notification that Affirmation 
may be dealing with possible changes in the bylaws at the 
next national meeting. Please come prepared to discuss 
these changes. 
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Making the Connection: 
“Chartering” Affirmation Local Groups 


Hoping to strengthen the connection between Af- 
firmation at the national level and more than 34 local 
chapters of Affirmation across the country, the general 
membership of Affirmation has called for the affiliation of 
local groups as part of the Affirmation Long-Range Plan. 

Under the specific proposals of the Plan, local groups 
are invited to formalize their connection with the National 
Affirmation by undergoing the process of affiliation. As 
one member of the Long-Range Planning Committee 
summed up: “Affiliation is not an attempt to force some 
kind of hierarchical model on local groups. Each local will 
continue to make its own decisions and run its own show. 
Affiliation is an invitation to be intentional about our 
sharing and mutuality as a national organization and 
that’s very exciting.” 

All currently existing local groups that decide to 
become affiliated will automatically receive this status for 
one year. Following this grace period, local groups can 
obtain affiliate status by declaring their support for the 


Committee Update 


(continued from page 1) 


and the larger society. Following this, committee mem- 
bers broke into smaller groups with one panelist assigned 
toeach group. Without exception the quality of sharing by 
each of panelists was very rich. The Study Committee 
members seemed genuinely moved by the painful stories 
shared by some of the panelists as well as the humor. 

At other points in the discussion, panelists confronted 
what they saw as the insensitivity and homophobia of the 
Study Committee in choosing a city in the conservative 
Southeastern Jurisdiction of the Church to host a lesbian / 
gay panel and then not providing funds to pay for the 
expenses of travel and housing. The Study Committee has 
since voted to reimburse the panelists for their expenses. 

Panel participants were David Howard and Frank 
Stegall (Dallas), Judy Cayot (Albany,CA) and Mary Gaddis 
(Holy City, CA), and Morris Floyd (Minneapolis). 

The next meeting of the Study Committee, held in 
Boston, March 9 - 12, 1990, was largely dedicated to 
hearing from several scholars regarding the issue of 
homosexuality and the bible. In other action, the Study 
Committee heard complaints from its Human Relations/ 
Arts Subcommittee that it was subject to far more scrutiny 
than other subcommittees related to ethics, sociology, 
psychology, etc. These complaints followed the cancella- 
tion of plans to attend a play about a self-accepting lesbian 
parent. The executive committee vetoed the play because 
it did not offer an “objective” presentation. 


vision and mission statements of National Affirmation 
and by ensuring that thirty percent of their membership 
(or three persons—depending on which is greater) main- 
tain membership in National Affirmation. 

Affiliation with National Affirmation will entitle a 
local group to “official” recognition by National Affirma- 
tion which includes the use of the Affirmation logos and 
its not for profit status ( where state laws do not prohibit 
such use). It also entitles the local group to access to 
Affirmation’s regional and national communication/ 
organizing network and participation in the nomination 
process for Regional representation on the new Affirma- 
tion Council. 

A special ceremony will be held at the Fall 1990 
National Meeting to recognize those local groups that 
have chosen to become formally affiliated with the Na- 
tional Affirmation. For more information, contact your 
regional coordinator. 


Reconciling Congregations 
Renew the Vision 
(continued from page 1) 


place during each plenary session. In this way, people 
were free to participate by sharing their stories, shouting 


out encouragement and challenges or even by singing if 


they chose. 

Other highlights of the Convocation included skill- 
building workshops focusing on various aspects of minis- 
try in reconciling congregations, an abundance of creative 
worship services and speakers, a banquet and the premier 
of the new musical, “Paschal Pains and Platitudes: A 
Flower Song,” written by Julian Rush. 

The new musical, a parable in itself, tells the story of 
two different types of flowers who can not find a way to 
live with each other. The flowers continue to build walls 
and generate hostility despite the presence in the garden 
of a mysterious illness afflicting both sides of the flower 
bed. The musical was rehearsed and performed on site by 
convocation participants. 
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Speaking/Out: 


Becoming an observer to the General Conference 
Committee to Study Homosexuality is not an assignment I 
would have chosen in the best of all worlds. Long periods 
of enforced silence are simply not my forte. Beyond this, like 
many others, I am somewhat skeptical about the circum- 
stances which elicited the creation of the Study Committee. 
As someone at the RCP Convocation in San Francisco put it 
so eloquently: “The United Methodist Church does not 
need another committee to study homosexuality. It needs a 
committee to study homophobia.” 

But my doubts about the Study Committee go beyond 
my discomfort with the silent role of an observer or the 
necessity of the committee’s existence. Quite simply put, I 
challenge the integrity of the Study Committee itself and 
none of the actions it has taken nor the nature of its discus- 
sions have made me any more of a believer in its ability to 
accomplish its stated task. 

By questioning the integrity of the Study Committe, I 
am not implying that its members are bad or malicious 
people, but I do want to challenge the process by which it 
has chosen to fulfill its task. Integrity implies a sense of 
“wholeness” or “completeness” in accomplishing a task 
that I do not believe characterizes the work of the Study 
Committee to date. 

The most damaging and telling example of the frag- 


It’s Time Jo Make A 


Over the past few years, National Affirmation has 
grown in some very exciting ways. We continue to expand 
our program and ministry. And, with each expansion, the 
demand on our resources increases. For every program or 
ministry that we provide, there are other possibilities for 
ministry that we simply can not pursue due to lack of funds. 

Being able to provide concrete support for newly cre- 
ated local groups, supporting a regular observer to the 
Study Committee on Homosexuality, creating specific 
outreach ministries for women, looking into the possibility 
of hiring a staff-person, and becoming more active in AIDS 
ministries are a few possibilities for ministry that we simply 
can not pursue at this time. There are many more. Truth to 
tell, there are some days when Affirmation has trouble 
maintaining our established programs, because the fundsare 
simply not there. 

It’s time to make a change. For more than a few years, we 
have counted on a few people to take on the lion’s share of 
the burden in supporting National Affirmation. Now it’s 
time for each one of our members to pitch in and give what 
he or she can. It’s not just a matter of money. It’s also about 
who weare asa community. It’s part of the privilege and re- 
sponsibility of membership. 

Wor't you help us move toward the goal not only of 
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mented manner in which the Study Committee has dealt 
with its task is its tendency to seperate the issue of homo- 
sexuality from the experience of lesbians and gay men. 

A familiar pattern of behavior has begun to emerge. 
The initial reluctance of the GCOM to place an openly gay 
man on the committee, the apparent limitation of lesbian 
and gay participation to one meeting, the tendency to 
discount the personal experience and witness of lesbians 
and gay men in favor of the testimony of heterosexual 
experts, and the cancellation of several events designed to 
familiarize the committee in an experiential way with the 
lesbian and gay community constitute a disturbing pattern 
of homophobia within the Study Committee itself. 

When the unspoken but seemingly widely held church 
rule about not dealing with conflict is added to the homo- 
phobic pattern mentioned above, what emergesis an avoid- 
ance of significant issues, a pinchant for falling back on 
politically safe phrases such as “the primacy of scripture” 
and “celibacy in singleness and fidelity in marriage,” and 
passionless discourses on the importance of objectivity and 
impartiality. To paraphrase Jesus: Such demons are only 
cast out by much fasting and prayer. 

The work of the Study Committee on Homosexuality is 
not yet over. As an observer, I am waiting for an enlivened 
and informed discussion carried out in a more wholistic 
manner and a renewed awareness that what they discuss is 
at very least a human riddle and at best a divine mystery. I 
am still waiting but no longer in silence. —Randy Miller 


Change 


meeting the present budget but expanding our financial 
base to meet the new challenges we face? 

Simply complete the pledge form below and return it 
to: National Affirmation, PO Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204. 
Remember, all contributions to National Affirmation qual- 
ify for federal and state tax deductions. 


Affirmation Pledge Commitment 


I want to be part of Affirmation’s expanding ministry to 
and among gay men and lesbians. You can count on me for 
the following support: 


O$500 01$250 0$100 0$50 0$25 O§$ 
(please specify) 
You can expect my contribution: 


Name 
Address 


Home Phone 


National Affirmation 
P.O. Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204 


| 
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| Qjannually O quarterly C) monthly 
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Voices From the Turquoise Path* 


The following is an excerpt from Carter Heyward’s 
sermon at the “illegal” ordination of three openly les- 
bian/gay candidates for ordained ministry in the Lu- 
theran Church in January of this year. Heyward, an 
Episcopalian Priest, remembers her own “illegal” ordi- 
nation as a woman (and a lesbian) in 1974. 


..” You must never forget it,” he smiled and nodded, “You 
will always be priests. No one can take this away.” This 
was a strong stunning assurance with profound theologi- 
cal, political and pastoral roots and implications. If the 
wise old man was right, and he was, we would not be 
marching into the sanctuary the next morning to receive a 
new blessing but rather to confirm something that had 
been given already. As Alice Walker suggests, we would 
not be going to church to find God but rather to share God. 


And so also today, we gather to celebrate a blessing 
already bestowed. A blessing which most surely is chang- 


ing our lives just as it is the world and the Church which 
are our home. But we should be clear. To be blessed by 
God is a dangerous thing. It is in the very nature of 
blessing, of being touched by the power of love, of being 
strengthened by the wellspring of justice, that those who 
have the audacity to seek divine blessing, even to wrestle 
with angels and demand it, must take the consequences. 


...We have been blessed abundantly by the Sacred Spirit. 
Our presence here today bears this witness: the Holy One 
who breathes our only hope into the world, She whose 
tenderness and tenacity, topples principalities and pow- 
ers, She whose compassion and humor fortifies our lives, 
this God has gathered us today to celebrate a blessing we 
have been given already... Therein is its sacred power. 


* According to Native American lore the Turquoise Path 
is a place for dreams and visions—to be embraced by 
and to embrace the Holy in our lives. 


Registration: Spring National Meeting April 20-22, 1990 


Name: 


Address: 
City: 
Phone: ( ) 


Need Motel/Hotel Info?____ 
Willing to Share? Male__ 
Need Private Housing? 
Male___—s Female ___ 


Female ___ 
Nonsmoking ___ 


Air Transportation Arrival: 
Date Time Airline 


Workshop Choices: (Circle only Three) 
A B 
Special Dietary Needs: 


Smoking __ 
Send registration information by April 1 to guarantee private housing 


State: ss Zip: 


Other Needs or Concerns: 


Variable Registration: Student/Fixed Income/Subsistence Income $10 


Up to $15,000a year $30 


$15,000 to $30,000a year $45 
$30,000 to $50,000a year $60 
$50,000 and abovea year $75 


Send your completed registration form and check to : 
Kansas City Area Affirmation, PO Box 10116, Kansas City, MO 64111 


Register by April 15 to insure banquet seating. 


Need to Talk: Call Willie or Terry at 
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Affirmation Newsletter 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 
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